|

AR

f,"..
3
d (4{

- of the SBtate in any capacity—military,

| the result, for it left him still the leader

Esz%ﬁm

TUESDAY, MAY 18, 1009.

| —— -

Entered at the Post OMce at New York as Second
Class Mail Matter,

|

Subscriptions by Mall, Postpaid,

DAILY, Per YOar.....cuoiverivisveressrsinns ¢ 00
SUNDAY, Per Year......... Veaviseisaniise 2 oo
DAILY AND SUNDAY, Por Year......... . 800

DAILY AND SUNDAY, Per Month...... -
. Postage to forelgn countries added.

All checks, money orders, &¢., ta be made pay-
able to TEE SUN,

Published hy the Sun Printing and Publishine
Assoclation at 170 Nassau street, in the Borough
of Manhattan, New York. President and Troas-

Assoclation is temporarily vacant.

fondon ofice, EfMagham House, 1 Arundel
Strand. The dally and Sunday SON are
sale 1o Londoa st the American and Colo-
Ezchange, Cariton street, Regent street,
Daw's Steamphlp Agency, 17 Green street,
Lelcester Square. I

Paris ofice, 32 Rue Louls le Grand. The dally

Boulevard des Italiens, corner Rue Louls le Grand.

' IV our friends who fasor us with manuscripts for
wish 1o have rejecied articles returned
Chey must in all cases send stamps for that purpose.

f—

¥hen Government Employees Go
on Strike.

" We have asked and obtained permis-
sion tp quote from & private letter writ-
ten by President NICHOLAS MURRAY
BUuTLER of Columbia University con-
cerning a momentous question which
he has made recently the subject of
weveral public addresses:

“ The newspapers are advising us day by
day of the situation in which the French
Goverament finds itself through an earlier
temporizing with this question. France
will either be a republic or a commune,
with all that the word commune means, un-
less CLEMENCEAU can have public opinion
at his back in the attitude which he is now
taking, sqund although belated.

“ In my judgment the fundamental prio-
ciple at issue is perfectly clear. Servants

paval or civil—are, in our Government,
there by their own c¢hoice and not of neces-
eity. Their sole obligation is to the State
and its interests. There is no analogy be-
tween a servant or employee of the State
end the State itself on the one hand, and
the laborer and private or corporate cap-
{talist on the other. The tendency of public
service officials to organize for their own
mutual benefit and improvement is well
enough 8o far as it goes. The element of
danger enters when these organizations
ally or afiiliate themselves with labor unions,
begin to use labor union methods, and take
the attitude of labo¥f unions toward capital
in their own attitude toward the State. In
my judgment loyalty and treason ought to
mean the same thing in the ¢ivil service that
they do in the military and naval services.
Thedoor to get out is always open if one does
ngt wigh to.serve the public on these terms.
Igdeed, I am not sure that as civilization
vrogrestes loyalty and treason in the civil
sarvice will not become more important and
more vital than loyalty and treason in the
military and paval services. The happi-
nees and prosperity of 8 community might
be more easily wrecked by the paralysis of
its postal and telegraph services, for ex-
ample, than by a mutiny on shipboard.

“ Juet 8o soon as any human being puts
the ipterest of & group or class to which he
belopgs, or conceives himself to belong,
abovéa the intereat of the State as a whole,
at that moment he makes it impossible for
himsell to be h good citizen. 1t saems to
me that what | eaid in my epeech in Chicago
is entirely true, namely, that a servant of

“the entire community cannot be permitted
to affiliate or ally himself with the class
!ntorests of a part of the community. |

* President ROOSEVELT'S attitude on all
this was at times very gound, but he wabbled |

a gocd deal in dealing with specific cases.

In the celebrated Miller case at the Govern-

ment Frinting Office he laid down in his

published letter what I conceive to be the
sound dectrine in regard to this matter, It
was then made plain to the printers that to
Jeave their work under the pretence of

! striking was to resign, in effect, the places
which they held in the public service, and
that if those places were vacated they would
be filled in accordance with the provisions
of the civil gervice act, and not by the re-
appointment of the old employees after
parley and compromise

“Jt may be that the exact lina between
8 mutual henefit organization and a trade
union i nnt easy to draw: but 1 think it
must be drawn and insisted upon so far as
Government employcesare concerned, unless

. We are to permit communism to organize

ftae!f under ouvr Alag and at the axpense of
the taxpayera themselves,

“ To e the situation whieh this problem
nreeents is, heyond comparison, the most
serious and the most far réaching which the
modern democracies have to face. It will
become more insistent and more difficult as
Government activities multiply and as the
pumber of civil service employees increases.
| Now is the time to settle the question on
| pight principles once for all. £o far as my
| ohesrvation goes, the avents which have
| been taking place in France have produced
. & rgsponse from American opinion which s

sound to the core.”

‘We have yet to see any clearer exposi-

tion of a question which, as Dr. BUTLER

| mays, “will wreck every democratic

Government in the world unless it is

faced sturdily and bravely now, and

settled on righteous lines.” We print

' his remarks in this place because of

their uncommon discernment, their
vicor and their justice,

Another Disclosure From the Peer-
} less.
g The Hon. WiLLIAM J. BRYAN is still
| engaged in the congenial task of
| apsuring himself and everybody olse
l that he is glad he was defeated by Mr.
' “Tarr iast November. We have always
{ besn ready to helieve that he enjoyed

' of the erazy quilt Democracy with all
its subs¢ription list and lecture plat-
form reversions. He has joined the
| eaptains of industry arifl all his pockets
yawn. Any one out for the stuff would
gather have his newspaper and Chau-
tauqua receipts shan tho beggarly in-
come of a mere President.
Of course when Mr. BEYAN'S sppetite

is poesible—he may consider the polls
an agencies of exaltation and really try
to win, Bay in 1916 or 1920. In the
meanwhile he is feathering his nest and
otherwise fortifying tho door against
the wolf, and so he regales us with these
alluring metaphors. He told the dollar
diners at Columbus, Ohio, that he would

as Mr, TAPr did—meaning, if he meant
anything at all, by the suffrages of the
corporation men, the professional men,
the laboring men and the enlightened
voters generally. He didn't want it on
those terms. He would never, never, &c.
Rather kéep on running the newspaper
at the old rates, strictly in advance, and
addressing gaping audiences at fiftvy
ocanta n pane, Thus the winter ﬁ‘.;{;, on
the Tenu coast advancea steadily to
completion and other frugal enterprises
mend their pace. Only afew more years
of leadership at present prices, and he
may take the nomination seriously.
Whether by that time the Southern
people will take him seriously—for there
alone does the Bryan superstition still
survive—is quite another matter; butfor
the moment we may let this rest.

The wonder of it all remains, however.
How could eighteen hundred men have
been collected in Columbus for a Bryan
dinner? Are there that many Bryan
votaries in the town and its vicinity, or
were they attracted by the prospect of
a dinner at one dollar a plate with the
inevitable inorement of fulsome oratory?
We give it up. Enough for us to know
that BRYAN then and there proclaimed
his contempt for the Presidenoy if offered
to him by the suff ragee of the respectable
elements of the electorate. He doesn't
know it, but we do: the South is getting
rich and correspondingly conservative.

The Building Cede.

The objections filed against the pro-
posed new building code by the minor-
ity of the commission which drafted it
huve been anticipated frequently in
the newspapers. It has been alleged
that the majority of the commission
was intent on procuring monopolies for
certain manufacturers influential in
Tammany Hall, and the assertion has
been made frequently that the ‘changes
in the regulations would injure RICHARD
CRORER. The former leader of Tam-
many indeed is declared to have come
to this country last fall primarily for the
purpose of protecting his business inter-
ests, a mission in which, from present
appearances, he seems to have failed.
The injection of a dispute between Mr.

CrokFR and his rivals in business into
the making of the code is highly un-
fortunate. It will divert attention from
the more iraportant matter at issue,
the adequacy and propriety of the pro-
posed code itself.

On this subject expert opinion only
can be of value. The evidence on which
such opinion is based is extremely tech-
nical and none but a student of construc-
tion can hope to master it. There is'one
factor in the situation, however, that is
not beyond the grasp of ‘any citizen.

It is the ppposition of the Fire Depart-
ment, expressed through the Commis-
sioner and the chief, to several provi-

sions of the draft submitted by the
majority of the commisaion.

Chief Croger's kinship to RICHARD
CROKER, and the fact that Commissioner
HAYES was a district leader under the
former chief of Tamnmany, will undoubt-
edly be called to mind to indicate a bias
in his favor on their part. Yet this will
not overcome the popular confidence
that will be put in their judgment on
the subjects that come within their
gpecial duty. If they declare that the
proposed code does not properly eafe-
guard life and property the public
generally will accept their statements

‘at. face value, and the officers who

| deliberately disregard their warnings
should be prepared to answer oon-
vincingly the objections which they
may see fit to raise,

The Dissent of Admiral Sigsbee.

Rear Admiral CHARLES D. SIGSBER,
who commanded the battleship Maine
when she was blown up in Havana har-
bor, is opposed to the raising of the
wreck for two reasons: Because, to quote
him, “she sequesters only & small area
and is in precisely the position of'least
inconvenience to the commerce of the
port”; and because he sustains the find-
ing of the Board of Inquiry that the
Maine was blown up from the outaide.
In a lecture in Washington on Sunday
night Admiral SIGSBEE said:

" The Maine would be found to have settled
deep In the harbor mud or overspread a 1004 thiok
with marine growth. 1n clearing away the wreck
the flthy mud of the harbor bed would be exposed
for weeks or months 0 the action of the tropical
sun. Would the people of Havana submit to thatt
Takling her as she 1s, she could be blown into man-
ageable parts and the paris removed, but that
migbtsubject us to the charge of trying to conoeal
something, whereas the whole world now virtually
accepta the opinlon of the court.,”

We venture to doubt whether the
people of Havana would object to any
neceasary disturbanoe of the mud of the
harbor to extricate, bring to the sur-
face and dispose of the hull. We em-
phatically assert that it is an obsetruo-
tion to navigation aa it lies and unless
removed will become a greater obstruc-
tion as time goes on. It is not a fact
that “the whole world now virtually ac-
ocepta the opinion of the court.” "On this
last point we shall quote from a letter
written by Rear Admiral 8. B. Luce to
Representative SULZER on April 30,
1908:

* The prevalling opinion abroad seems to be
that the sinking of the ship was due to an Internal
explosion, and that bellef is shared by many fn
this country, lncluding some naval officers.”

Admiral Luor pronounced in favor of
raising the Maine, holding that “it {s a
duty we owe to ourselves as a nation, a
duty we owe to the navy and to the
nautical world in general, that the true
cause of the disaster should be deter-
mined beyond a doubt.” Rear Admiral
F. E. CHADWICE, a member of the Board
of Inquiry, is another naval officer of
high rank who desires to see the
wreck raised. He belioves, like Admiral
81GSBEE, that the court did not err on
the evidence presented to it; byt, unlike
the Captain of the Maine, he would “wel-
ocome any new light which exposing the

| shall have been at lust appeased—if that

wreck might bring.” As a matter of

have scorned to achieve the Presidency | by the

fact the prlndp,.l conclusion of the
court largely upon the testi-
mony of divers who inspected the bent
and twisted plates in the harbor mud.
In the findings of the Mcine Board of
Inquiry (U.B.S.Imlqmmmh
21, 1808) ocours, after the opinion that
the second explosion heard was “caused

partial of two or more
of the forward magarines of the Maine,”
this statement:

“The evidenoe bearing upon this, being prin-
cipally obtalned from divers, did not enable the
ootirt 1 form a definite conclusion as to the con-
dition of the wreck, although it was established
that the afier part of the ship was practically
intact aod sank in that condition a very few
minutes after the destruction of the forward
part.”

Admiral CHADWICK has sensibly said,
and bravely because he contributed to
the findings of the board: “We can
afford to say we were mistaken; we can-
not afford the imputation of fearing the
truth.” Every sailor of course knows
or ought to know that the sunken
is an obstruction to navigation. In his
last report, made as Provisional Gover-
nor of Cuba, Mr. MAGOON, who urged
the raising of the derelict, said that the
wreck lying “at the point where the
channel entrance makes a sharp turn
and expands into the harbor proper”
and oocupying “a portion of the best
anchorage” was a serious menace to
navigation and moreover had caused
a shoal so extensive that it interfered
with the action of the sluggish tides and
“therefore the entire harbor is rapidly
filling.” Governor MAGoON added that
the Cuban Government would like to see
the wreck removed and “would gladly
afford every assistance in ita power.”
This seems to dispose of Admiral S1as-
BER'S contention that the people of
Havana would not submit to the inci-
dental exposure of the mud of the har-
bor as the work progressed.

Cuba would acquiesce and coooperate.
The logic and comity of the case are
against the brave old commander of the
Maine; we should like to see him take
his place beside his brothers in arms
Luce and CHADWICK.

The City Club.

The finances of the City Club seem to
invite investigation of a non-partisan
sort. “There are a number of bills that
it would be very comfortable to have
paid off,” -candidly writes President
GRORGE MCANENY of the club te Fellow
Member ELROTUS DARWIN LITCHFIELD,
and he adds, “but aa I have said that
has been more or less a chronic state
ever gince\I first came in touch ‘With the
alub’s finances.”

Again, writing to Mr. LITCHFIELD, Mr.
MCANENY speculates aa to the outlook
this year: “I hope that we &hall do
much better this year in the matter of
oivic subecriptions. If we do we can
reduce our indebtedness accordingly."”

What does President MCANERNY mean
by this? Doés he mean that the sub-| -
scriptions for civic work are to be di-
verted to pay the debts of the club?
Does he mean that the 1,245 members of
the club are to rely upon these outside
subscriptions for the maintenance o{
their club home?

There was due the club on January
1, according to the treasurer’s report,
from members (current) $9,527.76 and
members in arrears $10,714.20, a total
of $20,241.96, and according to the same
report the club's debts to tradesmen and
others was $38,040.76. Since then there
has been no material reduction in these
amounts due from members or in the
acoounts payable.

1t is therefore apparent that the club
itself is in no shape to subscribe to the
fund for civic work—that is, conducting
investigations for political purposes.
Are the outside subscribers to Mr.
McCANENY'S fund for civic work eager
to accept his statement, “I hope that we
shall do much better this year in the
matter of civic subscriptions. If we do
we can reduce our indebtedness accord-
ingly"?

The constitution of the club in de-
scribing its purposes declares: “The
purpose of the City Club of New York
shall be to aid in securing permanent
good government for the city of New
York through the election and the ap-
pointment of honest and able municipal
officers and the establishment of a clear
and stable system of laws relating to
the city.”

That is very well stated and, more-
over, the purposes of the club are emi-
nently proper; but if the management
has really made a botch of its own
affairs would it not be a little ridiculous
for Mr. MCANENY and his friends in the
City Club to presume to tell our citizens
what they should or should not do jn the
matter of munitipal campaigns?

Arcadia Found.

We are used to the singularities and
felicities of North Carolina, which in
spite of its “bumper” crops of poets can-
not lose some lingering trace of Eden.
8o this advertisement in the Rocking-
ham Anglo-Sazon rather fulfils expec-
tation than causes surprise:

“ For rent, a jall. Nice clean rooms. Water
and sewerage connections complets. Omn acoount
of the uselessness of the county jell, having no
prisoners confined there, am willing to rent 1t
out $6 & good tenant. Apply 10 the Sheril, Note
~For the first tme In many years Richmond's
county jall is empty.”

This is regarded as a warm recom-
mendation of prohibition, and the drys
are happy on acocount of it, as if it were
the chief duty and pleasure of man to
keep out of jail. To our mind it denotes
rather niggardliness or & low standard
of living on the part of the county au-
thorities. In Arcadia there certainly
would be a jail, cool in summer, steam
heated in winter, with a small but an
acoomplished bill of fare and with
tennis courts in the yard. The Arcadian
jail, in short, would be the legendary
dungeon, so amiable and full of com-
fort that the threat of shutting out a
prisoner who outstays-his leave breaks
his heart.

Yet it is possible for most of the
golden joys of Arcadia to flourish even
in a jailless spot. The nearest approach
to perfect mundane simplicity with
happiness thus far known has been
made in Somerset county, Maryland. On

UESDAJ : .LliA\

uuimtwhn, the origin and mean-
ing of whose ancient and lovely name
are more than an mystery.
Jeangawken may not have a jail, but it
mdkes up for this by having no post
office. The few hundred Jeangawken-
ites have more semsible things to do
than writing and . Lobsteria in
Arcadia, Lobsteria with no blare and
glare and gilt and tips, the capital of
corn pone, the harvest village of the seal
Crabe, oysters, fish, water fowl—these
are the food of Jeangawken. It tongs,
fishes, shoots; the women are as skilled
as the men in the use of its weapons and
the pursuit of its business and pleasure.
Ita occupatipn is its sport. It sells its
oysters in the season to the boats from
Baltimore. Ploughing the ses and not
the land, it buys ita fruit and vegetablea.
It lives by itself, never breaking ita
head about other people’a businees or
weakening ita nerves with the vain
transactions, palaverings and sensa-
tions of the gaping and neurotio world

"T"* beyond the marsh. All its travels are

by water. Ita pure air is poisoned by
no automobile. On Sunday it goes to
church all day. A virtuous and relig-
fous commonwaealthl

Jeangawken is Arcadia moved from
the mountains to the seacoast.

The Harlem hero who risked his life to
save s floating peach basket hat with
nothing under it points the way for those
prominent citizens who will later hypothe-
oate their assets to secure an indooondent
nomination.

It s %IW at Postmaster-General
'] bo muh president of
‘Washin aﬂaﬂ% assoclation.—

Why Hrircmcock? The place seems
made for JIMMY GARFIELD and he for it.

Now that Secuhry MzyYer has been
reassured by Attorney-General WICKER-
S8HAM as regards at least one detail of the
Navy Department over which he presides
and has authority, is it too much to hope
that he wil! in the future exercise his own
judgment in other cases well within his
rights? The Navy Department haan't
had a real head, at once intelligent and
patriotio, for several years. The hopes
and prayers of many millions are that Mr,
MzyER will rise to the surface of his obli-
gations and Il the long felt want.

As we remember it the divorce decree
between the local Republican organization
and the Independence League forbade
remarriage by either.

Direct primaries have been “vindicated”
again. By the help of Democrats the
fecblest Republican candidate was nom-
inated for Mayor of Hpokane. Naturally
the Democrats named their best man, and
they elected him with the assistance of
disgusted Republicans, friends of beaten
Republican candidates for the nomina-
tion. An old game and simple; and one
that seems especially attractive in Oregon
and Washington.

e so-called insurgents in the Senate are bat-
ll m.nq;:m.otmom-m

Did you ever read the Republican plu-
form of 19087

If the automobilists suoceed in their
efforts to obtain the freedom of the roads
around Bar Harbor, now cloged to aself-
propelled vehicles, they will also suoceed
in causing a general remodelling of the
highwaye on the delectable island of
Mount Desert. At present these roads
are too narrow for automobile safety, and
they abound in sharp curves bordered by
thick bushes and treea. The widening of
the roads and the modification of the
curves would furnish occupation for many
deserving citizens of the island, and it
might also eventually result in a reduction
of the rates of carriage hire, which are
now only a little less exclusive than the
highways themselves.

It is to be hoped that at the annual meet-
ing of the Brotherhood of Operative Pot-
ters to be held at Atlantio City in July the
delegation from Trenton will sucoeed in
putting through its proposed resolution
prohibiting union potters from joining
any military organisation likely to be
called out at any time to aid in suppress-
ing strikes. The advantage of defining
the potters’ position in this way will be
the information conveyed to the general
publioas to the kind of strikes these excel-
lent workmon have in mind.

18 it mere irony of fate whioch supplies
as the issue for the final battle between
the legislative Old Guard and the mili-
tant Chief Executive—the personnel of a
ocommission to care for the feeble minded
females of Wayne county.

As the Liberal Government grows
weaker the Hon. JossPH CHAMBRRLAIN,
who was lately in a bad way, seems to
gain strength and a more eager hold on
life.

Senator HERNANDO D. MONEBY of Mis-
sissippi, who supporta the Finance Com-
mittee's proposal of a duty of 2§ cents a
ton on iron ore, plumes himself upon being
about the only tariff for revenue Demo-
crat in the Senate, but with reference to
iron ore he told the perfect protectjonists,
like Mr. SUTHERLAND of l|tch. and the
protectionists in spots, like Mr. Bacon of
Georgia:

“This particular article is a revenue producer
o some extent, and I don't 80e Why we should nos
get the revenue.”

A nalve confession of a Democrat with
one spot, but it would be no infringement
of copyright if Mr. MonEY's fellow South-
erners were to give the same reason for
kicking over the Denver platform.
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A Porto Rican’s Advioce to His People.
TO THS EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: Ceble des-
patches from Porto Rico announced the other day
that & new commission trom ope of her political
partics was on the way to the States to submit
1o our Governmeat its side of the present trouble.
‘What the Porte Ricans noed just now—and this
is the suggestion of & good friend—Iis to pour oll
on troubled waters. They should turn e deat
ear to the unscrupulous agitators who instead of
acoelerating thelr onward mareh under Americad
rule are pushing them backward with peralcious
activity, Ome commission on the heels of another
will only lessen the chanoe of galning the good
will of the President and of the Oongress of the
Unlted States. Let them as a people follow the
President's advice and
They should not sry to Ax the responsidility for
their diffaronces on any of the local parties by
bringing to Washington thelr bickerings and petty
jealousies. Now s the time for hard thinking
among true Porto Ricans, We are 100 busy here
discussing tho tariff to spare time to listen o thelr
reoriminations. TROPFILO QABBAN,
Nxw Yorx, May 17.

The Meanest Thing a Poet Ever Said.
1t was & grest day yesterday,
Perbaps you notloed It!

The (Mante did not lose & game
And s0 their place remalns the same;
The reason is, to wit,

Tangier Sound in the middle of a marsh | NEW YoRx, May 17,

Becsuse they did not play.
L. 8. Wartzamooas,

15

1909.

To rrE Eprror or THE SUN—8ir: I wu
visiting Conoord, Mass,, some while
and vne day during a utroll in the nelg!
borhood came across a vestige of &o
Great Period which may perhapsiinterest
some of your readers. In a field about
two miles from the centre of the town &
very aged man working with a hoe oaught
my attention by his pioturesque appear-
ance. I stopped to watch him and then
succeeded in interrupting his labors for
a chat, which he at first resented; - but
soon, on account perhaps of the warmth
of the day, he leaned on his hoe more
willingly and answered my questions.
He turned out to be a small farmer, born
and bred in the township, and over 0
years of age. After some overtures we
came upon these reminiscences, which
I noted down at the time:

“The Native—Mr. Emerson? Oh, yes,
I remember him pretty well. He gave
ninety-one free lectures In Conoord.

*The Tourist—Were'they interesting?

*The Native—Well, yes. He always
had something new to say. That's where
he was strong.

“The Tourist—But wasn't it hard to
understand him?

“The Native—Well, there were a few
long words going around in this town
those days. One woman from the country
was at one of his lectures and wrote home
saying how fine it was and gave a string
of all the long words he’d used. There
was Aloott, did you ever hear of him?
He was more sociable, more conversa-
tional than the others. He was alwaya
ready for a talk with any man. He said
he'd go tn meating if ha might answer
the minister back. He wouldn't go unless
he might speak too; but, you see, it
would have balked the minister all to
pieces to have him talkirg back. He was
never strong on the money side, but his
daughter—I+ve heard she made fifteen or
twenty thousand dollars off one of her
tales. Hawthorne? Yes, I oftenseen bim
going for walks in the north woods with
Mr. Emerson and Thoreau. [Emerson
was the only ‘Mr. in his recollections.)
He liked keeping to himself, but he'd go
for walks with the others—sometimes.
No, I never read any of his tales. I've
read some of Henry Thoreau's writings
and I heard him deliver the first lecture he
ever gave.

“The Tourist—Was it good?

“The Native—Oh, yes; he worked some
wit into it. It was about the time he was
living at Walden Pond. Hesaid some one
had asked him what he went to live there
for, and he answered, ‘Time will show.’
Ha, ha!

“The Tourist—Did he speak well?

*The Native—Oh yes, well enough. In
his manner of lecturing I guess he was
trying to imitate Mr. Emerson a good
deal.

*The Tourist—Thoreau knew all about
the woods, didn’t he?

*The Native—Yes. Mr. Emerson said
he knew more than any man in the country.
There was a hunter hers in those days
who made his living by hunting. I guess
he knew almost as much about some
birds as Thoreau did. Thoreau would
have long talks with him in the woods,
and the hunter would tell him about some
birds he had killed. This was the
queer thing: the hunter wasn't ever sober
when he had any money; but Thoreau
wouldn’t talk with him except when he
was in his rational senses.

*“The Tourist—Havingall these learned
men in the town must have made a great
difference. Did the people stop going
to church through all these lectures?

“The Native—When Mr. Emerson gave
up going to meeting, that made a differ-
ence to them. People didn’t go after
that as they used to in my young days.

*The Tourist—Thoreau wouldn't pay
his taxes, would he?

“The Native—No, but some one else
paid them for him. They didn’'t keep
him long in jail. You see, he believed
in nature, and so for that reason he didn't
believe in law.

“The Tourist—Hé used to make for
himself everything he wmt’d?

*The Native—Not everything. He
learned to make a lead pencil.

*The Tourist—Did he live by that
trade?

*“The Native—I guess his mother and
sisters helped him some.”

His general feeling toward the Great
Period was neither admiration nor oon-
tempt. He surveyed it with an inde-
pendent, judicial calm which might l.mvo
pleased Thoreau himself.

“NEw YoRK, May 17.

The Passing of New York as a Graln Port.
To TRe Epiton or Tur BuN—Sir: The

‘| article dealing with the needlessnesas of

spending large sums of money upon a harge
canal has been read with interest by mem-
bers of the New York Produce Exchange
and your remar«s on the manner in which
members of the Produce Exchange have
urged the importance ¢f a barge canal in
order to bring grain to New York just at
the time that the said exchange is most
anxious to sell their property had caused
no little consternation among members.

The Produce Ixchange is & back number,
and the only Importasce it holds at the
present moment is among its own members
as an insurance fund and providing the
opportunity and the space where her mem-
bere can play checkers, smoke their pipe
of peace and swap stories about New
York in the ‘40s. The sooner the edifice
known as the Produce Exchange is torn
down and a creditable, clean, modern
building is erected for business people the
better, and no one 1 am sure will be gladder
than one who regrets Lo sign himsell a
member of the Produce Exchange,

NEw YORk, May 17. E. J. C.

Wicked Informvation Wanted.

To THE EDITOR oF THE BUN—Sir: As
to that Cuban Lottery established in a coun-
try lately under our guardianship and the
Joud cries appertaining thereto: did any-
body ever hear of a lottery in the Panama
Cana! Zone? Or of those who profit
thereby? L. D.

NEw YORk, May 18,

The Useful “On."”

To TRR EDITOR OF TAR SUX—Sir; Apropos of
“Prepositions in the Irish Dialect of Eaglish”
from the Fortnightly Revicw, 1% may be of interest
1o state that in Cornwall, England, the peasant
desiring to know the place of birth of a new-
comer pAys:

“Where's he one on!™

NEw YOmx, May 17,

ViAoaraTORS.

The Bonaet of Fifty-One.

From (Ae Baliimore Sun.
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AN ECHO OF THB OLD CONCORD.| '

SJVINO oy IONIY \

The Taxpayers Protective Unien Would
Like a Little Credit.

' To Tem Ep1TOR oF THR BUN—Sir; Just

prior to March 1 the Commissioner of Street

Cleaning advertised in the City Eecord for

30,000 Teet of new rubber hose, while at the
same time in the same publication the Fire
Department was advertising for sale at
publio auction some so.ooo feet of old rubber
hose,
The Taxpayers Prot.udn Unilon, which
maintains & buresu to keep a close watoh
on city expenditurea, at onoe protested in
writing to the Mayor, the Comptroller, the
Fire Commissioner, the President of the
Board of Aldermesn and to each member of
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment
fn the persons of the Borough Presidents
against the purchase of new hose for the
Street Cleaming Department and advo-
cated the common sense plsn of using old
hose from the Fire Department. Qur pro-
test had its effeot, but the credit for the
change is gracefully olaimed at this late
day by Comptrolier Metz.
The following quotations from some of
our correspondence on the subject will
substantiste our claim far priority of posi~
tion. Inmy letter of March 6 to the officials
above mentioned, after reviewing all the
faots, I sald:
This shiows clearly a want of cosperation be-
tween the various city depsriments, a condition
which we belleve should be remedied at once.
Proper cooperation between departmenis would
result in saving many thousands of dollars to the
clty annually. The Fire Department should be
instructed to reserve old hose for the use of the
Street Cléaning and other departments instead
of suctioning 15 oft at ridiculous prices.
The instructions given by Comptroller
Mets "in the early part of last summer”
seem to have failed in reaching their desti-
natian. Presidant Ahearn of the Boroush
of Manhattan in his reply to my letter com~
mended the Taxpayers Protective Union
for the suggestion and in closing his letter
sald:
Your leiter has been forwarded to the Comp-
troller with the suggestion that such direction be
given the heads of departmenth as will make this
practice general.
In justioe to the Taxpayers Protective
Unfon, an organization of 8,000 mem!
we ask that credit be rightfully award
Joxx E. CONNBILY,
New Yomx, May 17.

Observation With Extenstve View' Sur.
veys Mankind.

To Tas Eprron oy Tan 8uN—§ir: Beven
hundred pages of solid figures, with soarcely
a line of “reading matter,” are needed by
the Bureau of Statistics of the Dopu't.monl
of Commerce and Labor, O. P. Austin,
chief, to portray the growth and resouroces
of this great country of ours, in its annual
volume known as the “Statistical Abstract

and population; occupations, labor and
wages; educational facilities, agriculture,
forestry and flsheries, mining and manu-
facturing industries, exports and imports,
money, banking and insurance; army,
navy and pensions; wealth and publio
finance; in short, almost anything and every-
thing which a patriotic American should
know regarding his country to realize bet-
ter the value, the world leading value, of
American citigenship. It is a complete
statistical record of the progress of the
United Btates in area, population, wealth,
industries, production and commesoe, from
the year 1800 to the year 1008,

The abstract in tells us, for
instance, that our total continental area,
Including Alaska, is about equal to that of
Europe. Of the elghty-eight millions of
people oocupying this area practically one-
third are found in-the thirteen original
States, another third in the territory ceded
to the common Union by those States, and
the remalning third in the area added by
purchase or annexation.

It also tells us that our negro population
increased from 1,000,000 in 1800 to 8,841,0001in
1900, while by percentage of the whole popu-
lation ft fell from 18.88 per cent. io- 1800
to 11.50 per cent. in 1900.
1n spite of the large share of the territory
of the United States which has come uander
cultivation or individual ownership, the
land areas still unreserved and umappro-
priated in 1908 total 754.895,000 acres, of
which 568,023,000 acres are in Alaska, 61,177,-
000 in Nevada, 46,633,000 in Montana. 4,778,
000 in New Mexico and 42,769,000 in Arizona.
Swamp and overflow lands aggregate
75,000,000 acres, of which 18,500,000 are in
Florida, 9,600,000 in Louisiana, 6,000,000 in
Mississippi and 5,750,000 in Arvansas.
The developed water power of the coun-
try is reported at 5,357,000 horse-power,
\urnlnc 62,827 water wheels. The coal sup-
&” nooordlnT to statements made befo!
Conservation Commission, is estim '3
at 8,135,708, oooooo tons, while the present

utput Is t 450,000,000 tons
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Phillips Breoks Upen the Persomal Christ.

TO TER EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: As | read
in Twm SUN of lhy 18 the letters entitled “Chris-
tian Dogma” and "Is Christ God!™ 1 recalled an
extiract from that wondertul sermon of Phillips
Brooks “The Christ in Whom Christians Belleve.*
T Lastae tasde an th Beanipied

ng all the theological s of

Jesus Christ, laying aside everything thast attaches
to the complications and mysteries In which His
Asture has been involved In men's dreams of
Him, laying aside everything which the churches
are holding as the special doctrine of thelr espocial
ereed—10 go back to the very beginning and see
If we can understand anything of what it ls—~this
personal Christ, who lives here In the world and
manifests the power of God and epens the possi.
blilty of every mso.” O. 8 Mawpu.

BROOKLYN, May 18

—

bids for furnishing that department with'

t!
THIS GREAT COUNTRY OF OUARS.

of the United States, 1008." It tells of area %

mm-uuub the | 2ath
na D, to ree | 24

'm Iy '“&5"‘"5; of:eu homaes.

o CUVERNMENTS.

Proposed Changes That Threaten thy
Power of the Small Rtates,

To rax Epirom or Tar BoN—Sir: [t (s
not surprising, in view of the present dris
toward cen and the enthusiasm
for popular election of Benators, direct
primsries and the like, that some men gre
beginning to ehampion the election of Pres;.
dent by direct popular vote; but the 4.
vooates of such a plebiscite either forget o
Intentionally disregard the fact that this js 5
Government of confederated Btates, not 4
huge democracy. The Btate Governments
have to do primarily with the people; the
Federal authority, executive no less thy,
legislative, with matters of national policy
which only indirectly conoern the people.
Mr. Taft is President not of the peaple of
the United Btates but of the United Btates
—a& distinction with a difference. That th,
same view was eptertained br the framery
of the Government is shown by the follow.
Ing facts: that Presidential electors are
chosen as tho Btate Legislature directs:
tm each State has electors corresponding

to its Senators; that if there is a failure to
elect the Vioe-President is chosen by the
Senate, which represents the States rather
than the people, snd ly the Presi.
dent is chosen by the House of Representa.
tives acting as representatives of the States,
each Btate voting in & unit and each having
one vote. That this is still & fundamenta)
oharacteristic of our Government is showy
by the act of 1887 making each Btate the
final judge of its own elections, and by the
failure of the so-called “Foroe bil}™ of 1850,
whioh attempted to gecure Federal control
of the election.

The proposal then is a vital encroach-
ment upon Btate rights. It was a first
principle of the fathers that the unity of
States rests on the equality of rights and
privileges of {ts members; and the Con-
stitullcn wWes acoeiried ouiy when they be-
came convinced that the individuality and
autonomy of the States would not be sac-
rificed. In accordance with this pring.
ple they created the House to represent
the people proportionally and the Senate to
represent the Btabes equally. In choosing
the Mo:l hlxooutlvo mh Btate was to
have & w t correapon: tothen
onu&&:t.on.ndm ro?: tives . e
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May 18

THE ENGLISHMAN'S HOME.

Plaln Talk From u Practical Perssn
Abeut the Preservation of It

To s Eprtom or TEs Sox—8Sir: If
anybody reads nowadays in “the m
man's bome® Tennyson's “In Memaeism®
mmmmumww-
of mwt'nwm m
uneasiness. Is hysteria

Mistress of the sea indeed! w
of the sea! Holy fiddlesticks! No nation
bas ever acknowledged such & thing. It's

This century of ours stands on the princi-
ple laid down ages ago by no less a geaius
than Hugo Grotius, Its name is short:
Mare Liberum.

who tremble At e
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08 4pd. 9% uowm HUBERT.
AXSONIA, Conn., May 16.

The Moral -“mllrd
From te Forinighty Revie
The celebrated footnote: “rne Mock Bird B
properly a native of America, but Is in
here (I &. In England| hrl.houhonhemm“-
comes from Mre. Sarah Trimmer's “History of
the Roblns.”

Quiet to Quick Bosoms.
Napoleon was sojourning af St. Helena.
“This only mas as the summer resort business
is texridle,” he decided.
Thus another logend was busted.

Nothing Doling.
Knicker—If wishes wore horses——
Mn:au-mmumuuvu ocoulda’t




